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An exhihition expioring the contemporary history of Aboriginai
people in the city of Perth and celefrating the role of the Coolharoo
League in this decade of change after the Second World War.




The 1950s were years of change and modernisation in
Perth. Young peopie yearned for a new sense of aiamour
and freedom from conservative dogma and discrimination.
it was a particuiarly important time for the iocai Aboriginai
popuiation as they fHroke through harriers on many fronts.
this exhibition explores the contemporary history of
Rboriginai peopie in the city of Perth and celefirates the
roie of the Coolharoo League in this decade of change.

This exhihition teils the story of a aroup of Aboriginal
peopie who, exciuded from white venues and ciués after
the Second Worid War, Heaan organising their own dances.
From a modest hail in East Perth in 1947 and at other
venues throughout the 1950s, the popular Coolaaroo Club
dances were attended &y Ahoriginal people from ail over
the state. Giuh membaers aiso ran a newspaper, the
Westraiian Aborigine and became an effective political
organisation, speaking out on issues of the day affecting
Rboriginal peopie.

The documentary ihe Cooldaroo Ciuf will be shown
continuousiy during the exhibition and screening is free.

The City of Perth would like to advise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers that
this catalogue may contain historical photos, images, references or names of people who
have passed away.






1905-1936,

NATIVE ADMINISTRATION ACT.
ary or pertit. INOwoeoe

MNative Pass.

Pluce..... 1.
Dalc‘: ,/ ? ‘3?

Protubited Area Years
19271-1994

Tue Hovoer or Tmé»Pnss.

NatiVe serrrrrrrrarrrreryreeey prir axseensiies Y EOFS,

fuml Ve kg il "Iu--j L,

/;{prypdbwrnﬂ
1s pgrmnltcd to be in the selmbited arca of the i _ - . :
ity of Perth. | In 1927 the Governor of Western Australia, under Neville's suggestion, made a declaration
Cortiiiions .. rd ZLA. ‘-{’ CJJ t‘/ AAL.. under the 1905 Act to make the city of Perth a ‘Prohibited Area’ Aboriginal people now:

committed an offence if' they came within a boundany of approximately: five kilometres

square encompassing the city unlessithey could show: they were in ‘lawful employment’. In

RV
:ZH ’; SS LXI’IRI_:: ON IHL
32 o

/ (- /6 Q 1 an attempt to discourage ‘camp natives' from loitering Neville introduced a special ‘native
usject /70 C.\\ LLATION AT ANY Tm:.

>

T A e 7,(":' S TRRT S T
ammrmonrr of Native Aﬂdﬁ

pass! toallow: those Aboriginal people who had ‘legitimate reason’ to/pass  throtgh! the city:

The imposition of a 6.00) pm curfew: and' the restlting police sunveillance was; panticulasly;

distuptive to) Aboriginal domestic wonkersiwho lived in East Perthrand who: had tor move

through the city for work: The Police often complained the'system was diffictlt to police: It
alseicaused hardship for Aboeriginal people fiom' all over Westenn Auistralia whorheaded to

Ziuple uf Matiys Pasy, 1939, couriesy South Vet Perth in search of employment during the Depression of the 1980
Land/and|Sea Council

As unbelievable as it now seems, Perth was a Prohibited Area for
Aboriginal people until 1954 and fraternisation between Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal people was considered an offence, for which
both parties could be charged and imprisoned.
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Photos courtesy Kinnane-Marsh Archives.

Many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men and women
enlisted and fought for Australia during World War 11 In the
Services they often experienced equality not granted to them in
civilian life. Many Indigenous Australians came into contact with
African American servicemen who had far more civil and economic
rights than them. Visiting African American Servicemen were
appalled at the lack of equality experienced by the Noongar
community in Perth and ‘got furious because they said it was

wrong’*

3 Itis thought that 3000 Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders served
in World War II. Some 3000 others were employed as labourers
performing vital tasks for the military. For more information see this
website: http://www.ww2australia.gov.au/allin/indigenous.html

4 Stephen Kinnane gives examples of African American Servicemen'’s
interaction with the Noongar community in his book

Shadow Lines (2003), Fremantle Arts Centre
Press. Pgs 310-311.

Geoff Harcus outside the

After the war the inequality with which Aboriginal ex-
servicemen were treated was a grave injustice. Aboriginal
soldiers were not entitled to the same rights as non-
Aboriginal soldiers. They could not even have a beer

alongside other returned servicemen.

This situation galvanised two brothers, Jack and Bill
Poland, both returned servicemen (Yamatji from the
Shark Bay area), their white friend Geoff Harcus who
they met in the army and a young woman (a Nor" wester
from Port Hedland) called Helena Clarke (nee Murphy),
to change things. These four became the founding
members of the Coolbaroo League.

Jack Poland suggested the name Coolbaroo, a Yamatji
for ‘Magpie’ because it suggested a message of
1ciliation - of white and black coming together. For
t represented a way of describing their identities as
of mixed race, black and white, and was
erable to terms such as half-caste that were in
mon use at the time. From the
beginning however, it was agreed the
eaguie be Aboriginal-run and owned.
The League flourished because it had the support of
elders such as William Bodney, Thomas Bropho and
Bertha Isaacs as well as younger leaders such as Ronnie
Kickett, Manfred Corunna, George Abdullah and George
Harwood.

This made it different from other benevolent groups
operating at the time and encouraged the activism
necessary to fight for change.

Helena Clarke (nee
Murphy) c.1947.

PLANNING THEIR
. OWN ‘UTOPIA’

Representatives of Perth's coloured population of
mixed aboriginal and white blood are striving to
create a “Utopia” for their kin.

Organised in a year into the Coolbaroo League
(Coolbarco is Murchison aboriginal for magpie, in-
dicating mixture of black and white), they have
emerged from a disorganized community to a people
with a purpose.

Thelr committee has pooled
suggestions, sketched a plan
of a community settlement
and had it properly drafted
by a Perth architect on mod
ern lines.

One of the maln driving
reds In this committee is in-
ual, attractive Helena
Cla (24), Claiming Scotch,

Irish and aboriginal blood,
she has been striving since
1942 to lift her kin Into Te
Topnitian. — |
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The first dance organised by the group was at a venue organised by the Modern Women's
Club in the city. This was unsuccessful because it was in the Prohibited Area. So in
January 1947, the group shifted the dance to the Edward Street ‘Pensioners Hall’ near the
Railway station in East Perth. The dances, under the name the Coolbaroo Club, were
held every Friday night and became very popular.

Aboriginal musicians such as drummer Ronnie Kickett and singer Gladys Bropho

Gladys Bropho crowned "Most popular Yorga; entertained the crowd. The dances attracted people from all over the State and united the
Coolbaroo Dance, 1953.

dispersed urban Aboriginal population of the time.

The first Miss Coolbaroo, 14 year old Lorna Deeble was chosen in 1947 and a bathing
beauty pageant was held yearly, sometimes attracting male contestants.

In 1952, a corroboree was the main attraction of Flower Day in Forrest Place and that
night at the Coolbaroo Dance prizes were given to gitls dressed in flowers and to the
man who wore the largest flower in his buttonhole. In 1953 Gladys Bropho was crowned
Coolbaroo League Queen by Sir Ross MacDonald for her work in raising money for a
youth hostel fund. In February 1954 it was the secretary of the League, Miss Norah Shea
who was selected as ‘Coolbaroo Bathing Beauty'.

1 Miss Coolbaroo beautiés c1 950;. =

Lorna Deeble, crowned first Miss

Coolbaroo 1947, ‘Daily News" Photo courtesy Sh.iﬂe.f C:_Brunna, (runner up on left).
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“A REAL BOOMERANG. At last I've caught up with ene” crisd a delightsd Nat
King Cole as Coolbaron League Presidgnt W. Bodmey presented him with ane from
the league's art shop. wccasion was when Nat was over hare a short time back.
% The lsague presented Mra. Gole with an aberiginal motif scarf.

Boomerang presented to Nat King ¢ o

Daily News, January 1956.
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Bill Bodney and members of the Coolbaroo
League welcome Albert Namatjira 1957.

Nat 'King' Cole and wife Michelle
at the Adelphi, Perth 1956.

Poster image: Harlem

Blackbird poster. -

Courtesy of His Majesty’s Museum

Norma Miller (centre) and the dancers from Coloured
Rhapsody, 1955. Far left a young Phillipa Cooke and
third left Penny Shaw.

Courtesy Phillipa Cooke.
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B The Coolbaroo Club also became an important point of
& contact with black musicians and artists from
around the world.

Harold Blair, a famous tenor, Aboriginal
activist and member of the early
Aborigines Advancement League visited

The Coolbaroo Club in July 1951 when he
gave a recital with the Symphony Orchestra at
the Capitol Theatre.

In 1955 African American drummer Michael Silva
and members of the Norma Miller dancers, starring in the
Coloured Rhapsody show at His Majesty’s Theatre, visited the
Coolbaroo dances and introduced modern dances like the
Jitterbug, the Jive, the Hokey Pokey and the La Conga.

When Nat ‘King' Cole came to Perth in January 1956 to
perform at the Ambassadors Theatre he was presented with a
boomerang when he invited members of the Coolbaroo
Club to visit him at his hotel.

In 1959 the Harlem Blackbirds, Australia's first ‘All Coloured
Revue’ with 32 ‘sepia stars’, performed at Perth’s Capitol
Theatre. On Friday nights, after the show, they would attend
the Coolbaroo Club dances.

In April 1957, renowned artist Albert Namatjira travelled to
Perth and stayed with art patrons Mr and Mrs Claude
Hotchin. He was treated as a national celebrity on his arrival
and the Lord Mayor of Perth, Sir Harry Howard, granted him
a civic reception. He was welcomed at the airport by League
President G Harwood and on the last night of his visit (April
27), attended a Coolbaroo dance and was presented with life
membership for his work raising funds for the Native Hostel.
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Nov. 3
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PERTH:
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And Be Happy
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“THE MAGPIE CLUB™

‘EVERY FRIDAY
@AT No. 1 JAMES STREET - PERTH

Dec. 15 .

MASONIC HALL —

Narreo gin:'

‘ in the :
. LESSER HALL

Saturday Night country dance schedule,
Westralian Aborigine, Oct-Nov 1956, p2.
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Example of the policy of racial equality being carried out by the
Jull-blood and a white boy work side by stde at Eden HUb

'WHITE, BLACK'
SIT TOGETHER

Old Australian, New Australian, or even
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- NATIVE GIRL IS A SOCIAI.
- SUCCESS AT
PERTH BALL

“The people were wonderful; | had the
time of my life !’ declared 17-y-o native girl
Monica Ingram of East Perth referring to
the exclusive Empire Ball-at. Government

‘House which she attended on Friday evening.

Miss Ingram, of Brown- “We had pone to several

sl., East Pertl:, had accept- dances together before-

cd the lnvitation of a hand as a rehearsal for
young Perth man of social the ball,

: i" i“ gecaim any! o am more lnterested

= than ever in the nativé

problem and intend to In-

H my cfforts on their

mLle \Ir \;I.rlm,cr said |ut

L e
muulll feel that my
1-the sr]t‘-ctum lea ing as a partner

ball fryck and 3

er Iur the i

llmo only a fow wecks ag ly {he  upper

1 levels. . 1 feel that N o .
Perfectly” Monica could more  than “My name is Monica Jones now. I was born Monica

went off phatd h('r own Ip any com=

\.-m“'m.;.-r this m-_\-‘...f; Ingram in Black Point in Geraldton in the year 19306.

oubt.”

“The Coolbaroo Club was where everything started.
Other . S 3 &
o :;';’f,\;’,? i Ber she That was a fantastic place. There used to be a dance every Friday and it cost
o Govern-

a Monica, 10 shillings. Everybody used to save their money.

it the native
e—Bratte—Hat
goodbye to mums

And"Gad " show them, There used to be a lot of bathing beauty competitions going on around Perth

l!u\\ I looked.
*“They were terribly
proud _ind happy to think

> the ball at at that time. Anyway, the Aboriginal people decided to have one of their
ot own. And so all the girls entered. 1 got the first prize. It was through that

ex cmm, and \lumc n__ac-
quitted hersell ||Imlr.11:1\
—us-t-knew she would,

= that they chose me for this Ball.

Monica Ingram at the Government That was June 5th, 1954. I'd just turned 17. And I was invited to this ball
House Ball, The Sunday Times June 6,

1954,p7. at Government House. I had no idea what I was getting myself in for...Well, it was the first

time that an Aboriginal person had ever been invited to a place like this.

The women there, you know, they had daughters my age and they found out that young
Aboriginal women were not different than their own children. And they were really amazed to
find that I could converse, you know, and speak in their own language, sort of thing, and
conduct myself the same way that their own children did. They didn't really expect to see
something like that. We weren't the gibberish, talking monkeys that they thought we were.

I didn't let our people down. I did my best to show them in a different light than what they were
seen in before. I like to think I did.

It was a really magical night, to tell you the truth. I was not without a partner all night. It was
just one dance after another. I never expected it to be like that. I thought I'd just have the one
partner all night long, you know ... that they'd be afraid to come near me because I was black.

But it was different to what I expected it to be altogether. Yeah, it was really something.”

Monica Jones on Message Stick, interview with Rachael Maza, Friday 6 May 2005, 6.00 pm ABC1
http://www.abc.net.au/tv/messagestick/stories/s1374621.htm (accessed 21.5.2010).
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Allen Jones ¢.1959 ‘with 30
pounds in my pocket’ at the

Heiwas 13 yis old. 1ie darice was special becauise, periission fad R : : . York Show.

been) given for: the 6,00, pry curfew: usually: inposed o Aboriginal

peoplesiNonradb tnestine, wrbeelaxed,

1t was; ab tiiis darice. that two) specidl: things liappered. Eistly lie: saw

hist futues wife: Merleen Kiclett foir the. first tie. She wads 128 aid. fie

deseribes e ds a ratbag tomboy. gl withi long plaits, He saw ier sitting

riexi 1o, d young nan of 17, 1t turyed out that this was fis biother Ross, : . Merle and Allen Jones soon
who Aller fiad riever met and didi b ever feriow existed. Ross fiad travelled "
up) o) the darice from the Carrolup Mission i thies Souitty VWest. Wiher the

(o) brotiers meb they went outside: to. catehy up. Aller wds very. eiotional at

thiermeeting and didin't know. what o) do: ciy o what ¢ FHe renmeinbers. the

COPS  CONg along and PUtting a-lojc/iorus:

Aller didn't see:Merile for: a fewiyiore years bub thiern at 1.7, while sfiearing i the
district, was able to visit the York Reserve regularly to visit her. Merle’s grandfather
[Doojarwas niot keen on the partrershup. Doojar fiad a fierce reputation based on
the fact he had 5 davghters and carried 2 Doaks (magic Kalari sticks). Because
of Doojar, Merle refused Allen's marriage proposal twice before agreeing to

elopeithi i i August 1960

The: two. young people hid at Allern’s: grandfathers place in the tiny desert
outpost of Yoting, mnear Quairading.
MerleS parenis; wouldi't agiee: to. the
mariage, As shie: was only 16, a local
missionany, Sid Williams negotiated with
the: Native. Welfare Department, which

{

“b’\::lﬂ .;‘ .'. AL 3 - . i :ﬂ;l

firally, gavespermission for then to marty
on the: 20/ May 1961

1A

Merle and Aller will celebrate. their 50th

Wedding Ariniversany in 2011

Interview with Jo Darbyshire; 111 May 2010.




5
?HE

N |

C.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Japan Web Coated \050Ad\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [250 250]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


